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INTRODUCTION 

"Leisure  is  the  blessing  and  could  be  the  curse  of  a  progressive  civilization. 
Most  Americans  face  the  prospect  of  more  leisure  time  in  the  future,  and  thus  the 
challenge  of  using  it  for  their  enrichment" 

Recent  industrial  growth  in  Tarboro  has  resulted  in  an  increase  in  population 
and  provided  a  stimulus  for  annexation  of  residential  areas  by  the  Town  of  Tarboro. 
This  growth  has  increased  the  need  for  additional  community  facilities;   Recreation 
is  recognized  as  being  an  essential  service  of  local  government  and  town  officials 
are  striving  to  provide  an  adequate  recreation  program  for  people  of  all  ages. 

In  addition  to  providing  a  healthy  outlet  for  leisure  activities,  the  provision 
of  a  good  recreation  program  will  enable  Tarboro  to  compete  for  industrial  prospects 
by  demonstrating  both  the  ability  and  the  willingness  to  provide  quality  environment 
for  industry  and  its  workers. 

The  park  and  recreation  study  was  requested  in  order  to  provide  the  town  with 
a  long  range  recreation  plan.   This  study  will  show  Tarboro's  recreation  needs  for 
a  twenty  year  period  based  on  anticipated  population  gain,  areas  of  residential 
growth,  and  the  level  of  service  needed  to  provide  a  recreation  program  for  all  age 
g  roups . 

Methodology 

The  first  step  in  the  formulation  of  a  recreation  plan  for  Tarboro  was  to 
evaluate  the  location  and  adequacy  of  existing  facilities.   These  data  and  analysis 


Action  for  Outdoor  Recreation  for  America,  Outdoor  Recreation  Review  Commission, 
Washington,  D.  C,  1963. 


were  then  paired  with  anticipated  population  growth  to  determine  the  location  and 
type  of  recreation  facilities  that  will  be  needed  during  the  next  twenty  years. 

Consideration  was  given  to  other  factors  such  as  the  location  of  vacant  town- 
owned  land  and  buildings  that  could  be  utilized  in  the  recreation  plan.   The  avail- 
ability of  all  land  and  structures  in  the  Tarboro  Planning  Area  was  also  considered 
in  order  that  the  recreation  plan  would  not  contain  recommendations  unlikely  to  be 
accomplished  due  to  excessive  cost  and  lack  of  available  land. 

The  concept  of  an  open  space  network  was  also  considered  as  an  important  element 
in  plan  formulation.   The  use  of  floodplain  land  along  the  Tar  River  and  Hendricks 
Creek,  combined  with  existing  open  space  land  such  as  the  Commons,  drainage  easements, 
and  other  recreation  areas  helped  to  determine  the  nature  of  the  Recreation  Plan. 
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CHAPTER  1 

INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION  OF  EXISTING 
RECREATION  FACILITIES 


In  order  to  determine  the  recreation  needs  of  Tarboro  a  tabulation  of  existing 
facilities  was  made  to  include  public,  private,  and  commercial  recreation  outlets 
in  the  town.   Proximity  to  regional  recreation  areas  is  also  discussed  to  show  how 
leisure  time  can  be  used  by  residents  of  the  area. 

Regional  Recreation  Areas 

One  of  North  Carolina's  greatest  assets  is  the  extensive  coastline  bordering  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.   Residents  of  Tarboro  are  less  than  three  hours  driving  time  from 
the  beaches  and  sounds  of  North  Carolina.   While  too  far  away  for  a  day's  outing, 
the  coastline  is  close  enough  to  permit  weekend  trips. 

Further  inland.  Lake  Gaston  offers  fresh  water  fishing,  boating,  and  other  water 
oriented  recreation  activities.   Easy  access  to  Lake  Gaston  is  provided  by  U.  S.  301 
northward  from  Rocky  Mount  via  U.  S.  64  or  from  Whitakers  via  N.  C.  44.   Driving  time 
to  Lake  Gaston  is  approximately  one  and  a  half  hours.   West  from  Lake  Gaston  Kerr 
Reservoir  offers  an  additional  800  miles  of  fresh  water  shoreline. 

The  Research  Triangle  area  of  Raleigh,  Durham,  and  Chapel  Hill  offers  outstanding 
cultural  and  sports  events  to  citizens  of  the  region.   Raleigh  is  approximately  one 
and  a  half  hours  driving  time  from  Tarboro  via  U.  S.  64. 


Private  and  Commercial  Facilities 

There  is  little  commercial  recreation  activity  in  and  around  Tarboro.   Some 


commercial  pond  fishing  is  available  in  the  county.   The  Town  of  Tarboro  has  two 
theaters.   In  the  private  sector,  Hilma  Country  Club  in  Tarboro  is  available  for  use 
by  members  and  their  guests.   The  activities  of  this  club  revolve  around  a  nine-hole 
golf  course  and  an  outdoor  pool.   This  property,  comprising  46  acres,  is  located  on 
Country  Club  Drive.   A  new  private  club,  Maccripine  Recreation  Center,  Inc.,  recently 
began  operations  near  Pinetops,  N.  C.   Although  located  some  distance  from  Tarboro, 
this  club,  with  its  18  hole  regulation  golf  course,  driving  range,  and  outdoor  pool, 
will  draw  substantial  support  from  the  Tarboro  area. 


Existing  Public  Recreation  Facilities  (See  Figure  1) 

1  .   Tarboro  Municipal  Stadium  (3.5  acres) 

The  stadium  grounds  are  adjacent  to  Tarboro  High  School.   The  land,  fence, 
and  concrete  bleachers  are  owned  by  the  Tarboro  Board  of  Education.   The 
town  of  Tarboro  built  a  roof  over  the  bleachers  and  erected  lights  to 
facilitate  use  of  the  stadium  for  night  football  and  baseball  games.   Under 
terms  of  the  present  lease  the  construction  of  a  roof  and  lighting  facil- 
ities enabled  the  town  to  use  and  sublet  the  stadium  with  the  provision  that 
the  school  retains  the  right  to  use  the  premises  for  any  school  purpose. 
The  town  is  responsible  for  necessary  repairs  and  improvements  except  damage 
caused  by  negligent  use  by  other  than  the  town.   As  further  consideration 
and  rental,  the  town  furnishes  electricity  for  school  functions  free  of 
charge  not  to  exceed  $250.00  annually.   This  lease  expires  on  April  15,  1968, 

2.   Tarboro  Town  Boat  Ramp  (2.5  acres) 

The  boat  ramp  is  located  on  the  Tar  River  east  of  Highway  64  overpass.   The 
boat  ramp  is  useable  and  access  to  the  area  is  available  from  two  directions, 


The  major  drawback  to  the  area  is  that  it  is  relatively  unattractive  and  no 
other  facilities  have  been  developed  on  adjoining  town-owned  property. 
Utilization  of  the  area  in  its  present  state  is  very  limited.   More  effective 
utilization  of  this  area  will  be  discussed  in  the  recommendations  section 
of  the  report. 

3.   Town  Commons  (8  acres) 

This  historic  open  space  area  provides  the  viewer  with  a  pastoral  landscape 
close  to  the  central  business  district  of  Tarboro.   The  wide  expanse  of  grass 
and  trees  together  with  monuments  in  memory  of  Henry  Wyatt  (first  Confederate 
soldier  to  die  in  battle).  Colonel  Louis  Wilson  (volunteer  soldier  who  died 
at  Vera  Cruz),  serve  as  reminders  of  Edgecombe  County's  past.   The  Commons 
can  be  classified  as  a  passive  recreation  area.   From  time  to  time  band 
concerts  are  held  on  the  Commons.   Large  groups  also  utilize  the  Commons  as 
a  picnic  area.   The  uniqueness  of  the  Commons  is  in  itself  a  cultural  feature 
of  Tarboro  that  should  not  be  disturbed.   The  only  deficiency  noted  was  the 
lack  of  benches  for  the  casual  stroller  or  visitor.   Such  seating  accommoda- 
tions could  be  placed  unob s t ru s i ve ly  in  tree-shaded  areas. 

^.   Town  Tennis  Courts  (0.5  acres) 

Four  tennis  courts  located  on  Panola  Street  are  in  the  process  of  being 
covered  with  asphalt  and  plans  call  for  lighting  to  be  installed  in  the 
near  future.   The  number  of  courts  in  this  location  is  deemed  adequate  to 
meet  the  demand  during  the  planning  period.   Additional  courts  will  be 
recommended  in  another  location.   (See  Chapter  3). 

5.   St.  Andrews  Swimming  Pool  and  Picnic  Area  (2.0  acres) 

The  St.  Andrews  pool,  located  at  Bridgers  and  St.  Andrews  Streets  is  a  major 


recreation  facility  for  children  during  the  summer  months.   While  centrally 
located,  the  pool  and  picnic  area  have  several  major  deficiencies  which 
overshadow  the  convenient  location.   First,  the  pool  is  overcrowded.   The 
swimming  area  measuring  60  feet  by  100  feet  experienced  33,456  swimming 
hours  in  1967.   Records  maintained  by  the  Recreation  Department  show  that 
swimming  hours  in  previous  years  have  frequently  surpassed  the  1967  figure. 
The  reported  swimming  hours  figure  does  not  include  use  of  the  pool  by  the 
Tarboro  swimming  team,  which  has  approximately  100  members.   This  team 
practices  daily  during  the  swimming  season.   Forty  students  in  each  of  the 
four  sessions  of  swimming  classes  are  also  excluded  from  the  previously 
quoted  figure  of  33,456  swimming  hours.   Bathrooms  and  dressing  rooms  are 
located  in  the  basement  of  the  Community  Building  adjacent  to  the  pool. 
These  bathrooms  and  dressing  rooms  are  totally  inadequate  as  to  number,  size, 
lighting,  and  ventilation.   Picnic  tables  in  the  area  are  not  used  extensive- 
ly due  to  the  residential  nature  of  surrounding  property.   There  is  virtually 
no  spectator  area  at  poolside.   Parents  accompanying  children  to  the  pool 
furnish  their  own  folding  chairs  and  sit  outside  the  pool  fence.   Parking  in 
the  area  is  limited.   Traffic  volumes  generated  by  attendance  at  the  pool 
create  problems  for  adjacent  residential  property  owners. 
East  Tarboro  Recreation  Area  (6.0  acres) 

This  recreation  area  on  Baker  Street  consists  of  softball  and  baseball 
fields,  a  picnic  area,  two  tennis  courts,  and  an  outdoor  swimming  pool. 
The  swimming  pool  and  tennis  courts  appear  to  be  adequate  for  the  present 
and  forseeable  future.   Use  of  the  ballfield  is  limited  due  to  the  absence 
of  lighting  for  night  games.   No  seating  is  available  for  spectators.   Pro- 
vision for  dugouts  and  seating  for  competing  teams  is  rudimentary.  Playground 
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equipment  for  area  residents  is  poorly  located  at  the  far  end  of  the  field, 
is  limited,  and  lacking  in  imagination  and  appeal. 
North  Tarboro  Little  League  Park  (2,0  acres) 

This  attractive  Little  League  ballfield  is  located  behind  North  Tarboro 
Elementary  School  on  land  owned  by  the  Tarboro  Board  of  Education.   The 
field  is  leased  to  the  Town  of  Tarboro  which  is  responsible  for  maintenance-. 
An  independent  Little  League  Committee  operates  the  program  utilizing  funds 
from  the  United  Fund.   It  is  not  connected  with  the  Tarboro  Recreation 
Department,  but  supplements  the  recreation  program  in  Tarboro. 
East  Tarboro  Arts  and  Crafts  Center  (0.5  acres) 

This  facility  is  housed  in  a  single  story  block  building  at  the  corner  of 
Wilson  and  Panola  Streets.   The  building  formerly  housed  the  Tarboro  Curb 
Market  and  is  privately  owned.   It  is  leased  rent  free,  by  the  Town  of 
Tarboro.   During  the  summer  months  the  center  is  used  as  a  children's  arts 
and  crafts  center.   During  the  remainder  of  the  year  it  is  utilized  as  a 
teenage  center.   This  building  is  too  small  to  adequately  serve  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  used.   The  concrete  block  structure  consists  of  one  large 
room  which  limits  use  of  the  facility  to  one  activity  at  a  time.   No  meeting 
rooms  are  available  for  small  groups. 
Teenag  e  C  ent  er  (0.5  acres) 

This  facility  is  located  on  Wilson  Street  in  a  two  story  concrete  block 
structure  which  formerly  housed  a  milk  plant.   This  structure  is  used  exten- 
sively by  the  Tarboro  Recreation  Department  as  a  multi-purpose  building.   In 
addition  to  serving  as  a  teenage  center  the  building  is  used  for  art,  bridge, 
and  knitting  classes.   It  is  also  used  by  the  Senior  Citizens  Club,  Junior 


hi-teens,  and  Senior  hi-teens.   Offices  of  the  recreation  director  and 
secretary  are  located  in  this  building.   The  above  listing  of  activities 
is  presented  to  show  the  inadequacy  of  the  building.   Insufficient  meeting 
rooms  are  available  in  relatively  small  quarters.   Many  of  the  activities 
are  incompatible  -  e.g.  bridge  club  and  teen  activities  such  as  pool,  ping 
pong  and  use  of  record  player.   The  second  floor  of  the  building  is  in  poor 
condition.   Ceilings  are  very  low;  the  roof  leaks  during  periods  of  heavy 
rainfall.   Bathroom  facilities  are  inadequate.   Renovation  of  this  building 
from  its  former  use  has  provided  Tarboro  with  a  form  of  recreation  center, 
but  it  is  inadequate,  aging,  and  overcrowded. 

1 0  .   Hart  Mills  Community  Building  (0,5  acres) 

This  large,  frame  structure  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Wilson  and  Fairley 
Streets  and  is  leased  to  the  Town  by  Burlington  Industries  at  no  cost  to  the 
town.   This  building  is  currently  used  by  the  Recreation  Department  for 
basketball  leagues,  exercise  classes,  drama  clubs,  and  Teen  Club  dances^ 
The  structure  is  not  suitable  for  summer  use  due  to  lack  of  air  conditioning. 
The  wooden  structure  presents  a  potential  fire  hazard  and  is  not  equipped 
with  a  sprinkler  system.   Since  the  building  is  privately  owned  capital 
improvements  cannot  be  undertaken  by  the  Town  of  Tarboro.   The  building  is 
situated  on  land  which  will  probably  be  needed  for  expansion  of  the  adjacent 
textile  mill  in  future  years.   Termination  of  the  lease  by  the  owners  would 
seriously  impair  the  town's  recreation  program. 

11.   Clark  Field  (4.0  acres) 

Clark  Field  is  located  in  an  area  bounded  by  Chesterfield  Street,  Office 
Street,  and  tracks  of  the  East  Carolina  Railroad.   Surrounding  land  use  is 
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primarily  of  a  warehousing  nature.   The  field  is  an  important  recreation 
facility.   Softball  leagues  play  here  five  nights  per  week  during  the  summer 
months.   The  field  is  well  lighted  and  has  wooden  bleachers  and  a  concession 
stand.   Unfortunately,  the  town  does  not  own  this  land.   As  previously  noted 
this  is  in  an  area  of  warehouses.   Two  additional  warehouses  were  constructed 
adjacent  to  the  ballfield  in  1967.   The  outlook  for  continued  usage  of  this 
field  by  the  Recreation  Department  is  bleak.   In  all  probability  the  land 
will  be  needed  for  construction  purposes  within  the  next  eighteen  to  twenty- 
four  mont  hs . 

Runnymede  Recreation  Area  (3.0  acres) 

Runnymede  Recreation  Area  is  located  adjacent  to  a  textile  mill  on  Fountain 
Street.   The  land  is  owned  by  the  mill  and  maintained  by  the  Town  of  Tarboro. 
Facilities  include  an  unlighted  baseball  field,  playground  equipment,  volley- 
ball court,  and  picnic  tables.   No  deficiencies  were  observed  in  this  facil- 
ity.  Unfortunately,  incidents  of  vandalism  have  frequently  resulted  in 
damage  to  fixtures  and  lights.   The  Recreation  Department  has  been  forced 
to  maintain  a  minimum  amount  of  equipment  in  this  area  in  order  to  keep 
property  damage  at  a  minimum. 
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CHAPTER  2 

RECREATION  STANDARDS  RELATED  TO 
FUTURE  NEEDS 

Recreation  standards  have  been  developed  by  national  agencies  as  a  guide  for 
communities  interested  in  providing  adequate  facilities.   However,  each  community  or 
neighborhood  has  certain  characteristics  which  may  cause  variations  in  recreation 
needs.   Such  factors  as  population  density,  the  presence  of  major  highways  and  rail- 
road crossings,  income  distribution,  and  local  desires  will  necessitate  adjustments 
to  nationally  recognized  standards. 

The  most  generally  accepted  national  recreation  standard  is  that  which  recom- 
mends provision  of  ten  acres  of  recreation  land  for  each  1,000  population.   More 
detailed  standards  recommend  the  proportion  of  recreation  land  that  should  be  set 
aside  for  active  and  passive  recreation,  playlets,  playgrounds,  and  other  recreation 
facilities.   Further  standards  pertain  to  provision  of  facilities  based  on  population 
densities.   A  study  of  the  current  recreation  program  has  determined  that  Tarboro's 
immediate  and  future  needs  lie  in  the  area  of  active  rather  than  passive  outdoor 
facilities,  especially  in  the  provision  of  additional  ballfields,  and  the  need  for 
more  suitable  indoor  recreation  centers. 

Using  the  basic  standard  of  ten  acres  per  1,000  population  the  following  table 
has  been  prepared  to  show  Tarboro's  existing  deficiency  and  future  recreation  land 
needs. 
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FIGURE  2 
POPULATION  AND  RECREATION  LAND  PROJECTIONS 


Date 


Est  ima  ted 
Population 


Approximate  Existing 
Recreation  Land 


Total  Recreation 
Land  Needed 


1960 
1967 
1977 
1987 


8,411 
10, 184^ 
12,000' 
14, 150' 


40  acres 


84  acres 

100  acres 

120  acres 

1 40  acres 


Census  of  Population,  1960. 

Estimate,  Town  of  Tarboro  1967,  including  annexed  land. 

Estimate,  Division  of  Community  Planning  Research  Section  (assuming  no  annexation). 

A  general  description  of  recreation  facilities  and  locational  requirements  is 
presented  below  in  order  to  provide  a  framework  for  the  Recreation  Plan.   Suggested 
dimensions  based  on  national  standards  are  provided  in  some  instances  where  multiple 
facilities  are  recommended  in  order  to  prevent  duplication  of  data. 
1  .   Neighborhood  Playgrounds        ' 

The  neighborhood  playground  is  defined  as  an  area  which  serves  primarily 
the  needs  of  the  five  to  twelve  year  age  group.   The  playground  is  the  chief 
center  of  outdoor  play  for  children,  with  limited  recreation  opportunities 
for  youths.   Desirable  activities  in  the  neighborhood  playground  include: 
playlot  for  preschool  children;  apparatus  area  for  older  children;  open 
space  for  informal  games  and  play  activities;  paved  area  for  court  games. 
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and  a  field  area  for  games.   An  Idealized  representation  of  a  neighborhood 
park  is  shown  in  Figure  3.   In  some  areas,  lack  of  available  land  may  pre- 
clude the  development  of  a  neighborhood  playground.   In  this  event  a  "junior" 
playground  may  be  provided  which  can  include  many,  but  not  all,  of  the  same 
types  of  areas  as  the  normal  playground.   Local  Planning  Administration, 
International  City  Managers  Association,  Chicago,  1959,  recommends  a  minimum 
area  of  three  acres  for  a  playground,  and  a  maximum  of  seven  acres.   The 
existing  and  probable  future  development  of  Tarboro  indicates  a  need  for 
neighborhood  playgrounds  in  the  following  areas:   East  Tarboro,  Northeast 
Tarboro,  Northwest  Tarboro,  and  West  Tarboro. 
Playground  Equipment 

The  absence  of  neighborhood  parks  also  accounts  for  shortages  in  playground 
equipment.   Swings,  slides,  seesaws,  jungle  gyms  and  horizontal  bars  that 
are  standard  equipment  for  play  areas  are  in  short  supply  for  a  town  as 
large  as  Tarboro.   Provision  of  this  type  of  equipment  not  only  provides 
enjoyment  and  activity  for  young  children,  it  helps  them  to  develop  muscular 
coordination  and  maintain  good  physical  health.   New  types  of  playground 
equipment  are  available  and  should  be  considered  for  purchase.   This  "play 
sculpture"  departs  from  the  standard  swings,  seesaws,  etc.  and  adds  adventure 
and  excitement  to  youngsters  utilizing  the  equipment.   Examples  of  "uncon- 
ventional" play  equipment  are  shown  in  Figure  4. 
Swimming  Pools 

While  the  East  Tarboro  swimming  pool  is  adequate  to  meet  demands  for  the 
forseeable  future  in  that  area,  the  St.  Andrews  pool,  as  previously  noted, 
has  several  structural  and  site  deficiencies.   The  Tarboro  Community  House 
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basement  is  utilized  for  dressing;  showers  and  bathrooms  are  available  but 
inadequate.   The  remainder  of  the  building  is  occupied  by  administrative 
offices  of  the  Tarboro  Board  of  Education.   Obviously,  this  type  of  joint 
usage  is  incompatible.   Further,  the  building  is  historically  significant. 
Tarboro  should  close  the  existing  swimming  pool  and  build  a  new  pool  at  a 
different  location.   Since  swimming  is  a  popular  sport  and  an  active  swim 
club  uses  the  Tarboro  pools,  the  new  pool  should  provide  six  seven  foot 
lanes  and  perpendicular  turning  walls  at  the  ends.   The  existing  (and  over- 
crowded) St.  Andrews  pool  has  a  swimming  area  of  100  feet  by  60  feet.   The 
new  pool  should  be  at  least  150  feet  long  and  75  feet  1  inch  wide.   This 
latter  dimension  is  recommended  because  it  represents  the  official  short 
course  distance  for  int er scho last ic ,  intercollegiate,  and  A.S.U.  swimming 
meets.   The  new  pool  should  be  equipped  with  adequate  lighting,  fencing, 
screening,  sun  decks,  spectator  areas,  bathhouse,  and  should  be  adjacent  to 
an  adequate  paved  parking  area.   The  pool  should  be  located  in  the  fast 
growing  residential  section  of  West  Tarboro, 
Ba llf ields 

Tarboro  citizens  have  shown  a  consuming  interest  in  softball  and  baseball. 
According  to  the  yearly  report  of  the  Recreation  Department  (September  1966- 
September  1967)  town  owned  or  maintained  facilities  were  used  by  the  soft- 
ball  teams  for  132  games,  and  24  baseball  teams  for  191  games.   More  teams 
could  be  formed  if  additional  ballfields  are  made  available.   Clark  Field 
cannot  be  relied  upon  for  long  term  use.   Land  should  be  purchased  to  re- 
place the  anticipated  loss  of  this  ballfield.   West  Tarboro  needs  additional 
playing  areas  and  North  Tarboro  likewise  is  in  need  of  a  field  facility. 
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All  baseball  and  Softball  fields  need  to  be  lighted.   East  Tarboro,  in 
particular,  is  desperately  in  need  of  lighting  for  its  baseball  field.   New 
fields  should  be  constructed  in  conjunction  with  acquisition  of  land  for 
neighborhood  playgrounds. 

5 .  Indoor  Facilities 

Indoor  recreation  facilities  represent  the  greatest  need  in  the  Tarboro 
recreation  program.   Inadequate  facilities  at  East  Tarboro  Arts  and  Crafts 
Center  and  the  Tarboro  Teenage  Center  have  been  previously  described.   The 
Harts  Mills  building,  in  addition  to  being  inadequate,  is  privately  owned. 
It  would  be  unwise  to  expend  town  funds  on  the  latter  structure.   It  is  felt 
that  two  indoor  centers  are  needed  to  provide  an  adequate  indoor  recreation 
program  for  all  age  groups.   The  scope  and  size  of  these  facilities  will 
doubtless  be  determined  in  part  by  the  amount  of  funds  available  for  their 
cons t ru ct ion »   The  East  Tarboro  building  can  probably  be  built  without  a 
gymnasium  since  the  Pattillo  School  gym  can  be  used  for  indoor  court  games. 
The  West  Tarboro  structure  will  need  to  have  a  gymnasium  included  as  part 
of  the  building  to  compensate  for  the  anticipated  loss  of  the  Hart  Mills 
building  currently  used  for  indoor  court  games,  dances,  and  dramatic  pro- 
duct ions  . 

6 .  Open  Space 

The  term  "open  space"  is  used  to  indicate  land  not  under  development  and  set 
aside  to  prevent  urban  type  development  in  future  years.   Land  thus  set 
aside  is  retained  in  a  more  or  less  natural  state  to  preserve  scenic  beauty 
and  to  provide  "breathing  space"  or  elbow  room  in  areas  of  population  con- 
centration.  The  historic  Commons  of  Tarboro  is  an  example  of  open  space 


preserved  through  a  legacy  of  bygone  generations.   Additional  open  space  is 
needed  in  Tarboro  for  the  leisure  enjoyment  of  Tarboro's  citizens.   The  need 
for  passive  recreation  areas  can  be  met  by  utilizing  floodplain  land  along 
the  Tar  River  and  Hendricks  Creek. 


CHAPTER  3 

PHYSICAL  DEVELOPMENT  OF  RECREATION 
AREAS  AND  FACILITIES 


The  recommendations  outlined  on  the  following  pages  indicate  the  recreation 
facilities  that  will  be  needed  by  Tarboro  during  the  next  twenty  years.   The  recom- 
mendations take  into  account  areas  of  present  growth  and  those  areas  possessing 
growth  potential.   It  should  be  pointed  out  that  precise  locations  of  future  recrea- 
tion areas  and  expansion  of  existing  locations  will  be  predicated  on  the  availability 
of  land  and  money.   The  Recreation  Commission,  Planning  Board,  and  the  Town  Council 
should  investigate  the  availability  of  land  in  the  general  areas  and  make  every 
effort  to  secure  the  sites  best  suited  for  recreation  purposes. 

The  following  recommendations  are  grouped  into  two  categories:   neighborhood 
serving  facilities,  and  community  serving  facilities. 

NEIGHBORHOOD  FACILITIES 

East  Tarboro 

This  section  of  Tarboro  is  densely  populated  by  low  income  nonwhite  families. 
The  need  for  adequate  recreation  facilities  is  extremely  important  in  this  area. 

A.    Based  on  past  usage  it  has  been  determined  that  the  East  Tarboro  swimming 

pool  and  tennis  courts  on  Baker  Street  will  be  able  to  meet  the  needs  for 

these  facilities  during  the  planning  period. 
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Use  of  the  ballfields  behind  the  swimming  pool  is  somewhat  restricted  due 
to  the  adjacent  drainage  canal.   The  ballfield  should  be  relocated  in  order 
to  minimize  the  detrimental  effect  of  the  drainage  canal.   The  field  should 
be  provided  with  lights  to  facilitate  night  games.   Playground  equipment 
should  be  supplemented  and  moved  much  closer  to  the  public  housing  units 
to  afford  easy  access  to  small  children. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  City  of  Tarboro  negotiate  with  the  Tarboro  Board 
of  Education  for  joint  use  of  vacant  school  owned  land  south  of  Pattillo 
High  School  and  east  of  Oakland  Street.  This  land  could  be  utilized  as  a 
ballfield  and  should  be  equipped  with  lights,  bleachers,  and  toilet  facil- 
ities.  Utilization  of  the  previously  described  East  Tarboro  recreation 
area  for  practice  and  small  fry  games  would  enable  the  Recreation  Department 
to  maintain  the  Pattillo  field  in  good  condition  for  league  play  by  adult 
and  teenage  groups. 

The  East  Tarboro  Arts  and  Crafts  Center  which  also  serves  as  a  teenage  club 
in  the  winter  months  should  be  expanded  or  relocated.   Expansion  could  be 
accomplished  by  purchasing  a  minimum  of  two  lots  adjacent  to  and  directly 
behind  the  present  structure.   These  lots  on  Wilson  Street  currently  support 
substandard  dwellings  which  have  little  or  no  value.   A  two  story  concrete 
block  addition  to  the  existing  building  would  provide  rooms  needed  for 
meetings,  arts  and  crafts,  and  game  rooms.   The  original  building  should 
be  devoted  to  full-time  use  as  a  teenage  club. 

It  is  recommended  that  previous  arrangements  made  with  the  School  Board 
for  use  of  the  Pattillo  High  School  gym  be  extended  to  insure  the  continu- 
ation of  basketball  leagues  at  this  facility.   Construction  of  adequate 


20 


facilities  described  in  D  above  would  eliminate  the  need  for  rental  of 
Pattillo  school  gym  during  the  summer  months. 

F.  Tennis  courts  located  on  the  grounds  of  Bridgers  Elementary  School  should 
be  retained.   The  Tarboro  School  Board  has  tentative  plans  to  discontinue 
instructional  programs  at  Bridgers  School.   If  this  occurs,  additional  play- 
ground equipment  should  be  purchased  by  the  Recreation  Department  and  placed 
adjacent  to  the  tennis  courts  to  serve  neighborhood  children. 

G.  A  pending  application  to  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
provides  for  renewal  in  the  Panola  Heights  Neighborhood.   If  the  urban  re- 
newal application  is  approved  it  is  strongly  recommended  that  the  Tarboro 
Redevelopment  Commission  reserve  a  minimum  of  five  acres,  centrally  located, 
for  recreation  purposes. 

WEST  TARBORO 

A.  Ke  echt own  (5.0  acres) 

This  is  another  section  of  Tarboro  for  which  a  request  for  urban  redevelop- 
ment is  pending.   The  Tarboro  school  system  is  considering  building  a  school 
in  this  area  if  redevelopment  funds  are  made  available.    If  the  school  board 
constructs  a  school  in  the  Keechtown  redevelopment  area,  then  the  town  should 
work  closely  with  the  school  board  in  acquiring  land  adjacent  to  the  school 
for  recreation  purposes.   (See  Figure  5). 

B.  Clark  Field 

In  view  of  encroaching  industrial  uses  it  is  recommended  that  recreation 
activities  be  phased  out  at  this  facility. 
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C .   Hart  Building 

The  Hart  Building  has  long  been  the  center  of  community  activities  in 
Tarboro.   However,  the  building  is  in  poor  condition  and  no  longer  suitable 
for  basketball  activities  and  dances.   It  is  recommended  that  use  of  this 
building  for  recreation  activities  be  determinated  as  soon  as  other  facilities 
are  constructed. 

D  .   West  Tarboro  Teen  Center 

Conversion  of  the  milk  plant  to  a  teen  center  has  provided  an  indoor  facil- 
ity for  teenagers  and  other  groups.   It  is  felt  that  extensive  capital 
expenditures  to  renovate  this  building  are  not  warranted.   The  basic  floor 
plan  of  the  building  does  not  lend  itself  to  the  needs  of  a  community  rec- 
reation center.   It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  building  be  used  until 
a  specially  designed  community  center  can  be  built. 

E.   Runnymed  e  (3.0  acres) 

No  changes  are  recommended  at  the  Runnymede  recreation  area. 
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NORTH  TARBORO 

A.  North  Tarboro  Little  League  Field  (2.0  acres) 

No  changes  are  recommended  at  the  North  Tarboro  Elementary  School  Little 
League  Field. 

B.  Neighborhood  Playground  (5-7  acres) 

A  neighborhood  playground  is  recommended  for  North  Tarboro  in  the  area 
north  of  the  recently  completed  N.  C.  44  bypass.   This  area  is  developing 
and  new  highway  construction  will  spur  additional  residential  growth. 

NORTH  EAST  TARBORO 

A.  Neighborhood  Playground  (5-7  acres) 

Recent  extension  of  town  limits  in  North  Tarboro  will  encourage  further 
residential  development  in  this  area.   Subdivision  development  is  already 
taking  place  in  this  area.   It  is  anticipated  that  an  elementary  school 
will  be  built  east  of  Andrew  Street  Extension  and  north  of  Daniel  Street 
during  the  planning  period.   The  decision  to  build  such  a  school  has  not 
yet  been  made;  therefore  a  specific  location  cannot  be  determined.  It  is 
recommended  that  when  school  construction  takes  place  in  this  area,  the 
town  of  Tarboro  should  make  every  effort  to  buy  a  minimum  of  five  acres  of 
land  for  recreation  purposes  adjacent  to  the  school. 

B.  Boat  Ramp  and  Riverside  Park  (10  acres) 

The  North  Carolina  Wildlife  Commission  currently  maintains  a  boat  launch 
ramp  on  the  Tar  River  adjacent  to  N.  C,  Highway  44,   While  this  is  low 
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lying  land,  subject  to  annual  flooding,  several  acres  of  cleared  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  boat  launch  ramp  could  be  utilized  as  a  scenic  picnic  and 
recreation  area  by  the  Town  of  Tarboro. 

COMMUNITY  SERVING  FACILITIES 

Tarboro  Municipal  Stadium  (3.5  acres) 

It  is  recommended  that  upon  expiration  of  the  existing  lease  agreement  with 
the  Tarboro  School  Board  (See  Page    ),  that  a  new  lease  should  be  negotiat- 
ed.  This  lease  should  provide  for  continued  use  of  the  stadium  by  the  rec- 
reation department  for  reasonable  financial  considerations  and/or  appropriate 
maintenance  agreements. 

Community  House  and  Formal  Gardens  (2.0) 

The  only  existing  relationship  between  the  recreation  program  and  the  Com- 
munity House  is  the  use  of  the  basement  of  the  Community  House  as  a  bath- 
house and  changing  room  for  users  of  the  St,  Andrews  swimming  pool.   The 
Community  House  merits  recognition  as  a  historic  structure  strongly  identi- 
fied with  Tarboro's  social  and  civic  past  and  present, 

Thomas  Blount  repaired  the  house  in  1783,  and  made  it  one  of  the  best  in 
the  county.   Blount  was  closely  identified  with  the  early  life-of  Tarboro  -- 
President  of  the  State  Bank  Branch  and  in  charge  of  the  Blount  Store  he  serv- 
ed as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Edgecombe  County,  member  of  the  N.  C=  House 
of  Commons,  member  of  the  Fayetteville  Convention  of  1789,  served  on  a   com- 
mission to  locate  the  capital  of  the  state,  a  N,  C,  Congressman  for  eleven 
years,  and  as  a  Trustee  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina. 
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The  building  was  purchased  by  the  Town  of  Tarboro  in  1933  for  use  as  a 
Library  and  Community  House,  serving  also  as  home  for  many  civic  clubs.   In 
1955  it  became  the  home  of  all  municipal  offices.   In  1964  the  Community 
House  became  the  home  of  the  Tarboro  City  School  Board. 

In  November  of  1966  representatives  of  the  North  Carolina  Department  of 
Archives  and  History  inspected  the  house  and  said,  "it  is  one  of  the  best 
subjects  for  restoration  we  have  ever  seen.   Having  been  built  by  a  man  of 
importance  in  the  history  of  Edgecombe  makes  it  an  even  more  appropriate 
selection. " 

In  view  of  the  historical  significance  of  this  building  it  is  recommended 
that  this  structure  should  be  preserved  as  a  historical  museum  for  Tarboro 
and  Edgecombe  County.   The  assistance  of  the  Edgecombe  County  Historical 
Society  and  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  Archives  and  History  should 
be  sought  to  determine  the  type  of  furniture  and  memorabilia  that  should  be 
obtained  for  the  Community  House.   It  is  further  recommended  that  the 
remainder  of  the  block  (currently  utilized  as  a  swimming  pool  and  picnic 
grounds)  should  be  devoted  to  an  arboretum  or  formal  garden.   This  would 
provide  the  house  with  a  more  suitable  environment  and  appropriate  setting. 
Community  Recreation  Center  and  Park  (24  acres) 

The  construction  of  a  major  indoor-outdoor  recreation  center  is  recommended 
for  the  Town  of  Tarboro.   This  facility  would  be  developed  on  a  tract  of 
24  acres  bounded  by  U.  S.  64  bypass,  Sunset  Avenue^  and  West  Tarboro  School, 
The  adjoining  school  property  to  the  south  of  the  proposed  park  consists 
of  41.8  acres.   Joint  usage  of  both  areas  would  provide  Tarboro  with  65 
acres  of  education-park  land  (less  acreage  required  for  buildings). 
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Activities  currently  held  at  the  Hart  Building  and  West  Tarboro  Teen  Center 
would  be  consolidated  in  a  community  recreation  building  to  be  constructed 
at  the  proposed  park  site.   In  order  to  provide  adequate  indoor  recreation 
facilities  this  building  should  contain: 

Gymnasium  (stage  at  one  end) 

Boys  and  girls  dressing  rooms 

G  ame  room 

Arts  and  crafts  room 

Social  activities  room 

Club  rooms  (minimum  of  3) 

Director's  office 

Equipment  storage  room 

Kitchen 

Bathrooms 
The  dressing  rooms  should  be  located  so  as  to  serve  users  of  the  gym  and  an 
outdoor  swimming  pool.   This  pool  would  be  constructed  adjacent  to  the 
community  recreation  building  and  would  replace  the  existing  St.  Andrews 
pool. 

Additional  facilities  adjacent  to  the  building  and  pool  would  include; 
Wad  ing  pool 

Spectator  area  for  pools 
Sunbathing  deck 
Playground  equipment 
Multiple  use  paved  area  (tennis,  dancing,  basketball, 

shu f f  1  eboa rd ,  etc.) 
Parking  areas 
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Behind  the  community  building-pool  complex  additional  acreage  should  be  de- 
voted to  recreation  uses  such  as: 

Ballf ields 

Na tur  e  trails 

Bridle  paths 

Picnic  areas 
Sketch  plans  for  the  building-pool  area  are  shown  in  Figure  6.   The  sketch 
plan  is  presented  to  demonstrate  ideas.   Detailed  planning  and  design  work 
for  such  an  area  should  be  performed  by  a  professional  park  and  recreation 
consu 1 1  ant . 

River  Front  Park  (10  acres) 

Major  upgrading  of  the  existing  park  along  the  north  bank  of  the  Tar  River 
south  of  Water  Street  is  recommended.   The  existing  strip  of  cleared  land 
between  the  river  and  the  drainage  canal  should  be  extended  northward  to 
include  the  abandoned  city  landfill  area.   The  old  landfill  should  be  de- 
veloped as  an  open  space  area  with  provisions  for  field  games.   Shelters, 
picnic  tables  and  benches  should  be  provided  along  the  waterfront.   Slope 
areas  should  be  planted  in  azaleas  and  other  flowering  shrubs  and  adequate- 
ly maintained.   The  scenic  area  should  be  extended  along  the  Tar  River  to 
Hendricks  Creek.   A  bridle  path  or  nature  trail  should  be  developed  along 
Hendricks  Creek  to  the  proposed  Keethtown  Redevelopment  Area  and  thence  to 
the  proposed  Speight  Forest  Park,   To  the  east  of  the  proposed  riverfront 
park  landscaping  of  additional  easements  alongside  the  drainage  canal  would 
facilitate  extension  of  nature  trails  and  bridle  paths.   In  this  manner  a 
continuous  ribbon  of  open  space  could  be  maintained  from  Keechtown  in  West 
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Tarboro  to  the  proposed  neighborhood  park  adjacent  to  Pattillo  school  in 
East  Tarboro. 
E.   Lions  Club  Park  (30  acres) 

The  Tarboro  Lions  Club  has  purchased  land  for  the  development  of  a  park  and 
fairground  one  mile  west  of  Tarboro  on  the  Anaconda  Road.   Future  develop- 
ment of  this  park  will  contribute  to  the  overall  park  and  recreation  program 
for  Tarboro  area  residents.   Cooperation  between  this  Civic  Club  and  town 
authorities  could  do  much  to  insure  maximum  effective  use  of  this  facility 
in  future  years. 
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CHAPTER  4 
IMPLEMENTATION  AND  PRIORITIES 

Implementation  of  the  plan  cannot  take  place  overnight.   The  Planning  Board, 
Recreation  Commission  and  Town  Council  will  have  to  work  over  a  period  of  several 
years  acquiring  sites  and  developing  facilities  according  to  an  established  priority 
system. 

Financing  the  plan  will  involve  local,  state,  and  federal  governments  and  hope- 
fully, dedication  of  land  by  public  spirited  citizens.   Some  specific  sources  of 
revenue  are  listed  below: 

Open  Space  Land  Program  (Title  VII,  Housing  Act  of  1961) 

This  federal  program  provides  a  50  percent  matching  grant  to  help  communities 
in  providing  urban  open  space  land  having  value  for  park,  recreation,  conservation, 
scenic  or  historic  purposes. 

Urban  B ea u t i f i ca t i on  and  Improvement  Program  (Title  VII,  Housing  Act,  1961) 

This  program  authorizes  a  50  percent  matching  grant  to  assist  communities  in 
carrying  out  programs  for  the  b ea u t i f i c a t i on  and  improvement  of  publicly  owned  lands, 

Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund  Act  of  1965 

This  Federal  Act  provides  grants  to  states  and  local  units  for  acquisition  and 
development  of  public  outdoor  recreation  areas  and  facilities.    (Requests  for  assis- 
tance under  this  Act  should  be  forwarded  to  the  State  Planning  Task  Force,  N.  C. 
Department  of  Administration). 

Local  Bond  Issues 

"Surplus"  funds  for  land  acquisition  and  capital  improvements  can  seldom  be 
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found  in  the  operating  budget.   Citizens  desiring  a  strong  recreation  program  with 
adequate  facilities  must  therefore  be  willing  to  support  a  bond  issue  to  raise  money 
for  this  purpose.   The  Tarboro  Town  Council  is  constantly  faced  with  need  for  capital 
improvements  in  many  areas  of  government  and  is  faced  with  the  difficult  determination 
of  what  constitutes  the  most  important  need  in  the  community.   Since  land  and  con- 
struction costs  are  climbing  rapidly,  any  long  delay  in  obtaining  capital  funds  will 
increase  the  ultimate  cost  of  providing  additional  recreation  facilities. 

Ad  Valorem  Taxes,  Revenue  From  Other  Agencies,  and  Charges  for  Services 

Tarboro  is  dependent  on  the  above  sources  of  revenue  for  operation  of  the  rec- 
reation program.   In  the  1967-68  fiscal  year  a  sum  of  $8,800  has  been  set  aside  from 
anticipated  revenues  for  capital  outlay.   However,  expansion  of  the  recreation  program 
will  require  increases  in  operating  expenses  and  decrease  funds  available  for  capital 
outlay.   Significant  capital  expenditures  cannot  be  anticipated  from  current  sources 
of  r  e venu  e  s . 

Gifts  and  Contributions 

Contributions  of  land  and  money  by  individuals  and  corporations  should  be  en- 
couraged by  the  town  as  further  evidence  of  support  and  interest  in  the  recreation 
program.   Memorial  gifts  and  bequests  cannot  be  anticipated,  but  any  such  gifts 
could  contribute  significantly  to  future  land  and  building  acquisition. 
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PRIORITIES 

A  priority  system  for  land  and  building  acquisition  is  presented  below.   Priori- 
ties are  presented  in  five  year  groups  representing  immediate,  intermediate,  and  lonj 
range  needs.   The  priority  system  should  be  reviewed  from  time  to  time  and  if  neces- 
sary should  be  amended  to  reflect  changes  in  population  density,  areas  of  growth, 
and  further  annexation. 

Period  Priority 


First  5  Years 
(1967-1972) 


1.  Purchase  of  Speight  property  for 
Community  Park. 

2.  Renew  lease  for  joint  usage  of 
Tarboro  Municipal  Stadium. 

3.  Negotiate  lease  for  joint  usage 

of  Pattillo  School  practice  field. 

4.  Construction  of  new  building  or 
remodelling  of  East  Tarboro  Arts 
and  Crafts  Center. 

5.  Purchase  playground  equipment. 

6.  Purchase  of  maintenance  equipment 


Second  5  Years 
(1972-1977) 


1.   Construction  of  Community  Center 
and  pool  at  proposed  Speight 
Forest  Park. 


2.    Initial  development  of  Riverfront 
Park  . 


3.   Purchase  playground  equipment 


Third  5  Years 
(  1977-1982) 


Priority 

Further  development  of  play  areas 
and  ballfields  at  Speight  Park. 


Purchase  land  for  neighborhood 
parks  in  North  East  and  North  West 
Ta  r b  o  ro  . 

Development  of  formal  gardens  or 
arboretum  to  rear  of  Community 
House. 

Development  of  Recreation  Area 
in  proposed  Keechtown  Redevelop- 
ment Area. 

Purchase  of  maintenance  equipment. 


Fourth  5  Years 
(1982-1987) 


Development  of  parks  in  North 
East  and  North  West  Tarboro. 


2.  Development  of  bridle  path  and 
nature  trails  along  drainage  canals 
Hendricks  Creek  and  Speight  Park. 

3.  Development  of  park  at  Boat  Landing 
(N.  C.  44) . 

4.  Purchase  of  playground  and  main- 
tenance equipment. 
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